PIGEON INFO SHEET

General Information

Pigeons are monogamous and will lay one to two eggs that hatch within eighteen days.

Size: Upto1l” Common Name: Pigeons
Shape: Bird Kingdom: Animalia
Color: Varies Phylum: Chordata
Legs: 2 Class: Aves
Wings: Yes Order: Columbiformes
Antenna: NO Family: Columbidae

Diet

Baby pigeons eat food that their parents eat and then regurgitate (throw up). Adult pigeons eat almost
any organic food they can find.

Habitat

Pigeons build nests around farms, warehouses, mills and grain storage. They also inhabit parks,
buildings and bridges in cities.

Impact

Pigeons are very dirty because they don’t really clean themselves and they will live almost anywhere,
under almost any conditions. They can cause food poisoning and spread disease such as
cryptococcosis, histoplasmosis, toxoplasmosis, salmonella. Their droppings can destroy
buildings and statues. Other pests like fleas, lice, mites and ticks that also spread disease may live on
these birds.

Prevention
* Make it hard for pigeons to build a nest.

* Fill in any holes in your house and don't leave a lot of open space on flat surfaces where they might
be able to build a nest.

* Keep all food and water out of their reach. Don’t leave garbage laying around, don’t leave food out,
keep birdbaths clean and don't litter.

* Don't feed the pigeons!

To learn more about this and other birds, visit http://www.pestworldforkids.org/birds.html
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